6











Jefferson Parish Education Policy
Student’s Name
Institution
Course
Professor’s Name 
Date






Jefferson Parish Education Policy
Brief history of the policy
Jefferson Parish Public School System is a public policy under the education department. The policy was created under the CFDA Number 84.351C and 5 CFR 900 Subpart F. It is a policy system serving academically, culturally, and socio-economically diverse populations of children in Louisiana State. The policy system is strongly committed to achieving equal access to education and treatment of all students irrespective of their socio-economic backgrounds. The history of this policy can be traced back to 1981 when the Board voted to shut down seven schools which removed about 2,000 students from the 75 schools. This policy was created by School Boards, which is mandated under the Constitution of the State of Louisiana and empowered by state law. In accordance with the statutory provisions, the Board established a school district in Harvey in unincorporated Jefferson Parish, Louisiana State. The district has been operating all the public schools in the Jefferson Parish. From 2014, the schools had about 47,000 students, which make it the largest public schools system in Louisiana State (
Ideology
The ideology behind the establishment of the district schools under this policy is to enhance a change in culture, which would eventually have an impact on the attitude and lead to an appreciation of the diverse society (CCT, 2009). 
Official intent
The official intent to establish this policy was to end discrimination in the state by incorporating non-discrimination principles to provide equal access to opportunities in all sectors ranging from education to employment. The policy was established to create an environment free from discrimination and harassment based on age, race, color, disability, gender, nationality, sexual orientation, and marital status (U.S. Department of Education, 2014). Over the years, the policy has tried to achieve this intent through different programs. Recently, through the policy, Jefferson Parish Council approved funding for 16 low-income children to enable them to access education (Calder, 2021). While this does not seem to be much, it is the start of something good and shows the social responsibility of organizations like the Parish Schools. As Calder (2021) reports, the council approved $225,000 to fund high-quality daycare services to economically disadvantaged children from Parish. 
Target
The target for this policy is residents of Louisiana State as a whole. As mentioned in the previous section, the ideology behind the establishment of this policy was to end discrimination and promote equality and acceptance of diversity in the state through culture change. As such, the target is not only the discriminated but also potential discriminators alike. This is the idea of changing the culture of the Parish residents to enable them to practice and embrace the diversity of the demographic living in the state. 
Policy Strengths and Weaknesses
Strengths 
The policy has tried to promote equality in the state by ensuring that even children from economically disadvantaged families can enjoy high-quality education just like those who come from economically advantaged groups. Through programs like Prek, the policy creates initiatives that promote equality among the Parish residents. One of the challenges in the United States is achieving equality. Programs like Prek under the policy can help go a long way in creating unmatched opportunities for the residents. 
Furthermore, the policy has further improved the status of the public school system in Louisiana State. Currently, Parish District has the largest public schools in Louisiana. This is a good thing because it works towards changing the culture of the people not only in Louisiana but also across the United States; public schools can also be competitive and efficient, just like private institutions with resources. It challenges the public and policymakers to work towards investing in public schools to make them competitive and accessible to any child irrespective of the socio-economic background. 
Weaknesses
Among the key weaknesses of this policy is that it has not been able to achieve the intended goal of equality and improving access to opportunities as it is set in the policy document. Like Prek, most of the programs under this policy are experiencing limited funding, which reduces its capability to function effectively. This has slowed down the achievement of its goals as well as minimized its impact on society. As Councilman Scott Walker said, the approved funding for children's education under the Prek program is not that much because it only targets a small group of children while many of them still need such assistance (Calder, 2021). While there is hope to find a permanent solution or source of funding for such programs, it is a challenge to the policymakers to take up responsibility and invest in the facilities, resources, and programs that will impact many children, especially economically disadvantaged families. 
Advocacy Recommendation
An advocacy recommendation is that there is a need for more financial assistance to help the district schools under the Jefferson Parish Education system fulfills their intent and goals. Both intent and ideology behind the establishment of this policy are good, and if financial aid could be increased towards funding the activities and programs of these schools, the country could be dealing with some of the challenges that have eaten through society for many years. Policymakers, especially at the state and local levels, need to take up the mantle and create funding opportunities for the government through the education department to realize these goals.  Changing the culture of people can significantly influence their attitudes towards issues such as discrimination, racism, sexism, and many other problems that have been a barrier in the United States.
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